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Fellow Phil-Monters, 
 
They say March comes in like a lion and out like a lamb — but around here, it 
mostly just came in cold and stayed that way. That didn't stop us from having 
one of our busiest months of the year. 

QRP, Kits, and Keeping It Simple 

A big thank you to Mike, KC3UKC, for his excellent presentation on QRP rigs at 
our March general meeting. There's something beautifully humbling about 
making contacts with a few watts and a wire, and Mike did a great job reminding us that you don't 
need a kilowatt and a tower to have a good time on the air. If his talk has you eyeing a pocket-
sized rig for your next adventure, you're not alone. 

Spring POTA-Fest: Cold Hands, Warm Signals 

The last weekend of March brought our Spring POTA-Fest, and while Mother Nature didn't exactly 
cooperate with the temperature, the energy on the air — and at the park — was fantastic. Several 
hardy members camped out for the weekend, proving once again that amateur radio operators are 
a hearty bunch. 

The highlight for me personally? We had four students from the Pig Iron School join us on site.  
Thanks to Bob, WA3PZO for coordinating this meetup. Greg and I had the pleasure of walking 
them through setting up my station, and they were absolutely riveted watching the ball launcher 
send a line up into the trees to deploy my end-fed wire antenna. From there, we got all four of them 
on the air, making contacts with a helpful POTA station down in Mississippi on 17m. Watching a  
person's face light up at that first contact — knowing their voice just traveled hundreds of miles on 
a piece of wire strung through a tree — is exactly why we do outreach events like this. Between our 
five stations on the field, they got to see the full range of what this hobby is about. Well done to 
everyone who set up, operated, and helped make that possible.  Special thanks to Greg, KC3SMW 
and Mike, KC3UKC for being there and making it all happen. 

Hamfest Season Is Here 

Spring means hamfests, and there's no shortage of them on the calendar over the next couple of 
months. Whether you're hunting for a deal on gear, looking to upgrade your shack, or just want to 
spend a few hours among like-minded people who think a good VHF combiner is an exciting find 
— get out there. Check the Upcoming Hamfests pages in this issue for dates and details. 

Looking Ahead: Visualizing Radio 

Our April general meeting is going to be a good one. Jeremy, N3ZLQ — president of the Mid-

Atlantic Amateur Radio Club, which happens to be the first club I ever joined back in 1985 — will 

be presenting on visualizing radio signals. If you've ever been curious about SDR waterfalls, 

spectrum displays, or just want to see what's happening on the bands, this one's for you. Don't 

miss it. 

The Prez Sez... 
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We’re always looking for submissions to The Blurb, so if you have an idea for an article, write it up 
and send it in.  There’s some great ones this month, keep them coming. 

 

This is the best hobby ever with unlimited possibilities. It is always there whether you play daily, 
weekly, or monthly. We’re all busy but have our club to keep us together through radio. So don’t 
stress it and keep having fun playing radio. We play radio; that’s what we do. Play, Break, Learn. 
See you at a club event soon. 

See you on the nets! 

73, Rich, AA3RC  

 

Remember, this is YOUR HOBBY, YOUR Club, YOUR repeaters.  
USE them. MONITOR them.  

 

BE A REPEATER GREETER.  
Answer calls when you can.  

Let’s leave NO CALL UNANSWERED. 

 

FAIL = First Attempt In Learning 

The Prez Sez... 
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The Radio Amateur’s Code 
 

 

The Radio Amateur is: 

CONSIDERATE…   They never knowingly operate in such a way as 

to lessen the pleasure of others. 

LOYAL…   They offer loyalty, encouragement and support to 

other amateurs, local clubs, the IARU Radio Society in their 

country, through which Amateur Radio in their country is 

represented nationally and internationally.  

PROGRESSIVE…   They keep their station up to date. It is well-

built and efficient. Their operating practice is above reproach.  

FRIENDLY…   They operate slowly and patiently when requested; 
offer friendly advice and counsel to beginners; kind assistance, 
cooperation and consideration for the interests of others. These 
are the marks of the amateur spirit. 

BALANCED…   Radio is a hobby, never interfering with duties 
owed to family, job, school or community. 

PATRIOTIC…   Their station and skills are always ready for service 

to country and community. 

- adapted from the original Amateur's Code, written by Paul M. 
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Phil-Mont’s 
Drive Time Net 

Join us every Monday-
Friday 5 to 6pm on our 
VHF Repeater, Allstar 

or Echolink 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
Nets 

 
Tune in on any or all for 

a Sunday morning 
‘Hello!’ 

 

0930 ET:  

VHF Repeater, Allstar 
or Echolink 

 

1000 ET:  

75 meter Net (3.993 
MHz LSB +/-QRM) 

 

Get the Net! 
There’s no ham radio without YOU!  

Get on the air and share! Operate, cooperate, & celebrate ham radio! 

CLUB REPEATERS 
 

CQ!  CQ!  CQ! 

Calling CQ for New 
Net Control  
Operators! 

Click Here and Sign Up To-
day! It’s a Fun Way to Meet 

Our Members! 

VHF: 147.030 MHz  

(+offset 91.5 PL) 

 

REMOTE VHF INPUTS: 

Bucks Co/Lawrenceville Input 

North and East PL 88.5 (147.030) 

Delaware County West and South 

PL 100.0 (147.030) 

 

UHF: 444.80 MHz Yaesu  

System Fusion WiresX 

 

ECHOLINK W3QV-R &  

ALLSTAR Node# 47970 

Phil-Mont Simplex Frequency 

147.510mHz PL91.5 TSQL 

April 
Sunday Net  

Control Schedule 

5-Apr WA3GM 
 

12-Apr W3MHP  
 

19-Apr KB3IV  
 

26-Apr N3QV  

DENn-Digital Education 

Net for newbies 

Every Tuesday 2000-

2130 on our VHF 

repeater with Zoom back 

channel for online help. 

Watch our Groups.io for 

posts tagged #DENn for 

details. 

Philadelphia ARES  

Sundays 8 PM ET on 

our VHF Repeater, 

Allstar or Echolink 

OMIK Net Sat. 11am 

KC3BVL  

VHF and UP Nets 

All nets upper sideband but CW ok 
Fridays are to get your VHF station running 

smoothly and find out who you can work. 

7:30pm  144.160       8pm       50.160 
8:30pm  222.150       9pm        432.160 

 Microwave Wednesdays are to get your 
microwave station up and running 

smoothly. 

7:30pm   903.100        8pm   1296.100 

8:30pm   2304.100     9pm   5760.100 

mailto:NetControl+int+1703+6930878335533265474@Philmontmobileradioclub.groups.io
mailto:NetControl+int+1703+6930878335533265474@Philmontmobileradioclub.groups.io
mailto:NetControl+int+1703+6930878335533265474@Philmontmobileradioclub.groups.io
http://stats.allstarlink.org/nodeinfo.cgi?node=47970
http://stats.allstarlink.org/nodeinfo.cgi?node=47970
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Club Business 
This Month’s Birthdays 

KC3DRE  Mark G Thomas 1-Apr 

KC2PMW Andrew J Furlong 6-Apr 

K3HIJ Michael Elmaleh 10-Apr 

KD3WT Richard L Patterson 15-Apr 

N3BKR Kent D Simmons 15-Apr 

K3NOP Charlie Bricker 17-Apr 

WB3BPI Brad King 21-Apr 

K3YO Jim McCusker 26-Apr 

NG3P Gwen Patton 28-Apr 

AC3LW John A Cunnion 29-Apr 

KC3KAY Brian J Therien 29-Apr 
 

Want your Birthday read on the Nets? 

Update your info at hamclubonline.com 

NEXT GENERAL CLUB MEETING: 
Wednesday, April 8th 

Giant Supermarket 315 York Rd.  

Willow Grove, PA 19090 

 

5:30PM Yack & Snack  

6:30PM Meeting Starts   

7PM Presentation 

 
Elizabeth "Lizz" Cooper, WB3BLF, General 
 
Megan Miller, KD3CPY, Technician 
 
Gregory May, KD3CVQ, General 

  
 
 
 
 
 

New Club Members 

April 

Presentation:Jeremy 

N3ZLQ Visualizing 

Signals 

welcomes you! 

http://secure.hamclubonline.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/GIANT+Food+Store,+315+York+Rd,+Willow+Grove,+PA+19090/@40.1471655,-75.1145004,17z/data=!4m12!1m3!3m2!1s0x0:0x65d3c7d67d14a03!2sGIANT+Food+Store!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89c6b02e97c28a7b:0x65d3c7d67d14a03!2m2!1d-75.114949!2d40.14
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/GIANT+Food+Store,+315+York+Rd,+Willow+Grove,+PA+19090/@40.1471655,-75.1145004,17z/data=!4m12!1m3!3m2!1s0x0:0x65d3c7d67d14a03!2sGIANT+Food+Store!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x89c6b02e97c28a7b:0x65d3c7d67d14a03!2m2!1d-75.114949!2d40.14
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 Phil-Mont Membership Statistics  
April 2026 

 

 

 

Member Types Statistics: (Active Members) 

REGULAR Membership 188 

Honorary 3 

Board Member 7 

Officer 4 

Total 202 

Philadelphia 

ARES 

 
Join the A.R.E.S. 

Training Net 

 

Every Sunday 
evening at 2000  

(8:00 PM) 

147.030 MHz  

The Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service are 

trained licensed amateur radio 
operators providing radio 

communications as a public 
service in disaster situations. 

All licensed operators are 
welcome to join. To learn more 

join our Groups.io and visit 
PHLARES.org.  

https://groups.io/g/PhiladelphiaCountyARES
http://phlares.org/
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Ham Radio Challenge 
Here’s a fun checklist you may have seen in the group messages, but here it is again.   

GO PLAY RADIO.  Let’s see who can check all the boxes! 
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Ham Radio Challenge 
Here’s a fun game.   

GO PLAY RADIO.  Let’s see who can get BINGO first! 
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Upcoming DENn Topics 

• Stay tuned to the groups.io group, April’s topics TBD. 

 

 
Upcoming Club Events 

Won’t You Join Us… 

 in The DENn! 

Phil-Mont’s Digital Education Net for newbies! 
Tuesday Evenings @8:00pm Zoom Backchannel @7:00pm 

W3QV Repeater: 147.030 MHz  + 91.5 
Allstar Node: 47970  Echolink: W3QV-R 

Don't let the name fool you!  

All are welcomed to join us and play. It doesn't matter if you are new to Ham Radio, 
new to digital modes, or are an already experienced ham and digital operator. 

We are here to play, learn, and test our equipment. 

With the digital modes if you can do it on the repeater you can do it  

pretty much everywhere,  including HF. 

So come on out, test your setup, and HAVE SOME FUN! 
NET CONTROLS  KC3SMW, Greg—NY3J, Ron—W3ZO, Rob 
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 The PASTA Net! 

 

Plain and Simple Talk Around Net = PASTA 
 

How the net will operate: 

Net Control will open NET LOGGER https://www.netlogger.org/ and call for check-ins. 

As people check in they will be put on net logger and will see their position in the  
rotation if they too are using Net Logger. It’s not necessary for participants to use Net 
Logger but it can be convenient.  

 Once all are checked in, Net Control will turn it over to the first check in and start to 
“Talk About” what they have to say.  Once done making their comment they pass to 
the next person and so on.  At any time during the comments a person can contact 
another check in during their turn for direct communication with the another  
check-in.   

When the bottom of the list is reached, Net Control will take over and call for more 
check-ins and the process starts over with the new check-ins starting first. 

 There will be no strict time limit, stations can check out at any time, even in and out. 
Two hours is recommended as a maximum.  When Net Control feels  the net is  
slowing down, a call for final check-ins will be made and if none heard, there will be a 
call for final comments. 

 The idea is for a directed “rag chew”  type of net. Just something different.  This idea 
is borrowed from the Rochester net that Is held on 3.972 on Tuesday and Thursday 
night. 

Join in. Have fun. It’s what we do.  

Dave, K3DFG 
PMRC Secretary  
PMRC Net Control Coordinator  

https://www.netlogger.org/
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2026 Soccer Tournament Host 

City Amateur Radio Special 

Event Stations  

2026 Soccer Tournament Host City Amateur Radio Special Event Stations.  This group is not affiliated with 
FIFA and does not intend to provide any marketing opportunities for any organization or individual. This is a 
non-profit effort intended to foster the world-wide profile and enjoyment of the amateur radio hobby and 
celebrate the quadrennial soccer tournament of 48 teams representing countries around the world. 

June 11 – July 19:  Games being played in 11 US cities, 3 in Mexico, and 2 in Canada. 

US Cities include Atlanta, Boston, Dallas, Houston, Miami, Kansas City, Seattle, Philadelphia, New York/New 
Jersey, Los Angeles, San Francisco 

Plans are in the works to have Special Event stations on the air during games (or nearby weekend) in their 
city.  The complete schedule can be found here. WM3PEN will represent Philadelphia. 

The games in Philadelphia are: 

• Côte d'Ivoire v Ecuador | Group E | Sunday, 14 June 7P (Operation could be that weekend) 

• Brazil v Haiti | Group C | Friday, 19 June 9P (Operation could be the weekend after) 

• France v Bolivia/Iraq/Suriname | Group I | Monday, 22 June  5P (Operation could be the weekend before) 

• Curaçao v Côte d'Ivoire | Group E | Thursday, 25 June  4P (Operation could be the weekend before) 

• Croatia v Ghana | Group L | Saturday, 27 June  5P  (Field Day) 

• Match 89 | Round of 16 | Saturday, 4 July  5P  (13 Colonies) 
 

The Goal is to NOT interfere with anyone participating with PHLARES/Red Cross operations on the day of 
the game.  Looking to operate either the day that the game is being held and/or the closest weekend to the 
event so as not to interfere with ARES/Red Cross activity. Operating schedule is subject to operator 
availability. The week of July 1 -7 will have the 13 Colonies operators. 

Bands:  All bands except 60 Meters.  SSB, CW, Digital. No repeaters, VOIP, Digital Voice. 

Operate from home or portable. POTA style operation may be possible from a soccer field. Introduce 
soccer fans to ham radio. 

Certificate: Downloadable national certificate will be available.  Website in progress. 

QSL Cards: There will be special event QSL cards for each callsign. Details being worked out. 

How can you participate?  A club may want to operate for a weekend or selected game. An individual may 
want to be part of a multi club/multi date operator event. Discuss the actual operating dates with WA3PZO. 

For further information contact Bob, WA3PZO  wa3pzo@aol.com. 

Looking for operators during the World Soccer Championship (update 1:  February 25, 2026) 

https://www.fifa.com/en/tournaments/mens/worldcup/canadamexicousa2026/articles/match-schedule-fixtures-results-teams-stadiums
mailto:wa3pzo@aol.com
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Club QSO Party 6/20-21/26 
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 Upcoming Club Events 

MARK YOUR 2026 CALENDARS! 

Upcoming Club Radio Activities 
 

• April 11th POTAMANIA 

• May 9th POTAMANIA 

• June 20-21st Club QSO Party 

• June 26-28th Field Day 

• July 11th POTAMANIA 

• August Lighthouse Weekend 

• September 12th POTAMANIA 

• October 2nd OCTPOTAFEST (OCT 2-3, leave 4th-11am)  
 

What an amazing 2026 lineup.   

Get ready for some serious fun.   
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 March Meeting 

Thanks to Mike, KC3UKC for his presentation 
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 Spring POTA-Fest 
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 Upcoming Hamfests 
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 Upcoming Hamfests 



 

19     

 

 Upcoming Hamfests 
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Changes to DXCC Award 

ARRL Announces Changes to DXCC Award 

Reported by Woody K3YV 

 

The American Radio Relay League (ARRL) announced today that starting in April 

2026 the requirements for the DXCC award will be modified to encompass more  

diversifiedcombinations of countries and contacts.  

 

Prior to April 2026 the DXCC award required a minimum of one confirmed contact 

with a minimum of 100 countries. Each contact had to be, and will still be, required to 

be on the ARRL DXCC country/entity list. There are currently 340 DXCC entities eligi-

ble for DXCC consideration.  

 

After 1 April 2026, the requirements to satisfy the DXCC award will allow a combina-

tion of countries and contacts which add up to 100. Specifically, the number of coun-

tries and the number of contacts in each of those countries must add up to 100. So, 

for instance, you could work 50 countries with two contacts in each country and still 

qualify for the DXCC award. Making ten contacts in each of ten countries is also eligi-

ble for a DXCC award.  

 

Finally, you can make 100 contacts in one country and still receive your DXCC certifi-

cate. However, there is a further limitation on applications containing less than 10 

countries: all qualifying contacts must be made within a one-year period. When inter-

viewed, ARRL administrator Bill Oughtred said, “Very few hams are ever able to earn 

the coveted DXCC award. These new requirements will enable many more radio am-

ateurs to enjoy hanging a DXCC certificate on their wall.” 
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 N3ZP’s Contest Corner 
Here is the contest calendar report for April. It’s a busy contest month with QSO Parties, ARRL DX, 

CQ WPX, RTTY, PSK31 and some international contests. 

 April 7 - April 8 

ARRL International DX Contest, SSB - 0000Z Mar. 7 - 2400Z Mar. 8. Worldwide. 160, 80, 40, 20, 15 

and 10 Meters. SSB. Rules:https://www.arrl.org/arrl-dx. The phone portion of the ARRL DX Contest 

with DX stations looking for US and Canada stations. Expect lots of DX stations on the HF bands 

calling CQ. 

Novice Rig Roundup - 0000Z Mar. 7 - 2359Z Mar. 15. Worldwide. 80, 40, 20, 15, 10 and 2 Meters. 

CW. Rules:http://www.novicerigroundup.org/. An event celebrating the 75 Watt input, crystal con-

trolled radios from the original Novice license days. You don’t need an old fashioned rig to operate. 

All stations are welcome. Expect to hear some interesting CW notes from older gear. Note this event 

lasts for 8 days. 

April 14 - April 16 

South America 10 Meter Contest - 1200 Mar. 14 - 1200Z Mar. 15. Worldwide. 10 Meters, CW, SSB. 

Rules: http://sa10m.com.ar/wp/rules/. Work DX stations on the 10 Meter band with higher points for 

South America stations.  

Stew Perry Topband Challenge - 1500Z Mar. 14 - 1500Z Mar. 15. Worldwide. 160 Meters. CW. 

Rules: https://www.kkn.net/stew/. A contest where scoring is based on distance between stations. If 

you can tune your antenna on 160, work a few stations in less crowded band conditions. 

Oklahoma QSO Party - 1500Z Mar. 14 - 0200Z Mar. 15, 1500Z - 2200Z Mar. 15. 80, 40, 20, 15, 10 

and 6 Meters. CW, Phone, Digital (except FT4/FT8). Rules:http://k5cm.com/okqp.htm. Work the 77 

OK counties. Expect some OK stations be mobile or roving stations going to multiple counties. 

Idaho QSO Party - 1600Z Mar. 14 - 0400Z Mar. 15, 1400Z Mar. 15 - 0200Z Mar-16. 160, 80, 40, 20, 

15 and 10 Meters. CW, Phone, Digital (except FT4/FT8). Rules:https://www.idahoqsoparty.org/. This 

is a chance for that rare ID contact. Idaho was the last state I needed for Worked All States on 

Phone and I got it in this contest. Expect to work mobiles and rovers in multiple counties. 

North American Sprint - 0000Z - 0359Z Mar. 15. Worldwide. 80, 40 and 20 Meters. RTTY. 

Rules:http://ncjweb.com/Sprint-Rules.pdf. A short RTTY sprint where North America can work any-

one and DX needs North America.  

Wisconsin QSO Party - 1800Z Mar. 15 - 0100Z Mar. 16. All bands except WARC (30, 17 and 12 Me-

ters). CW, Phone, Digital (except FT4/FT8). Rules:http://www.warac.org/wqp/wqp.htm. Work 72 WI 

counties in multiple modes with some being mobile, portable or rovers. Not a rare state but some 

stations may be POTA activations. 



 

22   

 

 N3ZP’s Contest Corner 
April 21 - April 23 

BARTG HF RTTY Contest - 0200Z Mar. 21 - 0159 Mar. 23. Worldwide. 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 Me-

ters. RTTY. Rules:http://www.bartg.org.uk/. A British sponsored event promoting use of the RTTY 

mode 

PODXS 070 Club St. Patrick’s Day Contest. - 0000Z - 2359Z Mar. 21. Worldwide. 160, 80, 40, 20, 

15. 10 and 6 Meters. 100 Watts max. PSK31 Mode. Rules:https://www.podxs070.com/o7o-club-

sponsored-contests/saint-patrick-s-day-contest. A contest celebrating St. Patrick using PSK31 

mode. See the special rules for extra points by spelling “Erin Go Bragh” using suffixes of calls 

worked.  

Virginia QSO Party - 1400Z Mar. 21 - 0400Z Mar. 22, 1200Z - 2400Z Mar. 22. All bands except 

WARC (30, 17, 12). CW, Phone, Digital. Rules: https://www.qsl.net/sterling/

VA_QSO_Party/2026_VQP/2026_VQP_Main.html. Work VA  stations with multipliers for 95 counties 

and 38 independent cities. There will be several special stations for bonus points.  

Popov Memorial Contest - 0500Z - 0859Z Mar. 21. Worldwide. 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 Meters, CW, 

SSB. Rules:https://www.contest.ru/memorial-popov-eng/. A short Russian contest honoring physicist 

Alexandr Popov who designed an early radio receiver. Work some Russian DX in this short contest. 

They are good ops and many have big signals. 

Russian DX Contest. 1200Z Mar. 21 - 1200Z Mar. 22. 160, 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 Meters. CW, SSB. 

Rules:https://www.rdxc.org/rules_eng. Yes, another Russian contest. Work non-Russian stations al-

so but highest points for Russia,  

April 27 - April 29 

CQ Worldwide WPX Contest, SSB - 0000Z Mar, 28 - 2359Z Mar. 29. Worldwide. 160, 80, 40, 20, 15 

and 10 Meters. SSB.  Rules:https://www.cqwpx.com/rules.htm. Another of the CQ Worldwide Con-

tests but this one uses prefixes as the multiplier. Stations will be pleased to work those new KC, KD 

and KE calls. 

Sasquatch Stomp - 1900Z Mar. 27 - 0300Z Mar. 28. 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 Meters. CW. 5 Watts 

max. Rules: https://www.pnwqrp.org/sasquatch-stomp. A fun Pacific North West club sponsored 

event to get some QRP stations on the air. Not a big high speed CW contest just some silliness on 

the air with an unusual exchange. 

That’s my list for April. Not all inclusive but plenty of contest activity. As always, you can reach out to 

me for assistance or advice in participating in a contest and logging. 

Phil N3ZP 
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From the PMRC Archive... 

Here are some highlights from this month in Blurb history, April 1966... 
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From the PMRC Archive... 

Here are some highlights from this month in Blurb history, April 1966... 
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Club Email List 73 

The Blurb wants to hear from YOU! 

Got a hot lead on antenna design? Soldering up a special 

circuit? Digging some new DSP? Reminiscing about some 

retro receivers? Do you have some goodies for sale? 

  

Click the big blue envelope  

KC3GJX Jeff (27) 

K3NOP Charlie (27) 

KC3UKC Mike (27) 

W3AOK Bill (A) 

N3VIP Tony (26) 

N3PEG Peg (26) 

N3ZP Phil (26) 

Board of Directors Officers 

President: Rich AA3RC 

Vice President: Greg KC3SMW 

Treasurer: Jim NS3K 

Secretary: Dave K3DFG 

PMRC Officers for 2025 
 

Blurb Editors:  
Daniel Wagaman - W4GMN, SK  

Editor Emeritus 

 

Richard Roth—AA3RC 

mailto:Blurb+int+1709+5751015320968981144@Philmontmobileradioclub.groups.io
https://www.facebook.com/philmontmobileradio/
https://philmontmobileradioclub.groups.io/g/main

